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Annual  Report,  1941 


To  His  W or  ship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Corporation  of  Bebington. 


Your  Worship,  Toadies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1941, 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  this 
Report  is  an  interim  one  confined  to  essential  statistics  with  notes  on 
certain  points  of  importance  in  relation  to  the  Public  Health  of  the 
Borough,  which  have  arisen  during  the  yeiar. 

The  work  of  this  Department  continues  under  the  difficulties 
mentioned  in  my  immediate  predecessor’s  Report,  in  that  considerable 
time  of  the  Staff  has  of  necessity  to  be  taken  up  by  the  work  of  the 
Civil  Defence  Services,  and  the  organisation  of  these  services  has  under- 
gone many  changes  during  this  last  year. 

Contrary  to  the  last  Report,  the  population  of  the  Borough  shows 
a decrease  of  roughly  1,000  and  stands  at  present  at  41,910,  this  figure 
being  supplied  as  the  mid-year  population  by  the  Registrar  General. 
I suggest  the  reasonable  explanation  for  this  fact  is  that  so  many  of 
the  Borough’s  population  of  young  males  and  young  females  have  been 
called  to  the  services  and  other  mobile  work  of  national  impoi’tanee, 
causing  their  residence  to  be  of  a temporary  nature  without  the 
Borough. 

The  Birth  Rate  this  year  shows  a small  increase  and  stands  at 
16.42,  as  compared  with  13.48  of  the  previous  year. 

The  Death  Rate  for  this  Report  is  11.5,  showing  an  increase  of 
roughly  1.0  on  the  previous  year’s  Death  Bate,  which  does  not  call 
for  comment. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  stands  at  52.6  per  1,000  births,  which 
could  be  looked  upon  as  an  average  wartime  figure  and  is  7 points  below 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  and  11.6  lower  than  the  figures 
for  the  Borough  last  year, 


4 


Thei  Mfiteninl  Mortality  figure  stands  at  1.41;  the  figure  for  the 
previous  yeiar  was  4.15.  and  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
wholel  for  1941  is  2.29  deaths  of  mothers  per  1,000  births.  This  figure 
of  1.41  is  definitely  good. 

The  scheme  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  continues  and,  as  com- 
pared with  1940  of  2,204,  stands  at  3,644.  This  includes  the  figure 
of  884  children  immunised  at  the  Welfare  Centres.  Included  in  the 
figure  of  3,644  also  are  immunisations  carried  out  by  private  doctors, 
but  as  the  returns  received  from  them  only  amounted  to  2 adults  and 
29  children  it  is  presumed  that  certain  were  immunised  for  which  no 
leturns'  were  received.  Wide  publicity  continues  to  be  offered  to  the 
public  on  this  subject,  and  has  a marked  influence  on  those  seeking 
immunisation. 

Immujiisation  against  the  enteric  group  of  fevers  is  still  afforded, 
but  the  numbers  of  members  of  the  j^ublic  submitting  themselves  for 
innoculation  has  been  practically  negligible.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  172  members  of  the  Civil  Defence  personnel  were 
inoculated  during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  2645,  Scabies  Order,  1941,  which  was 
received  by  this  Department,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  previous  to*  the 
receipt  of  this  Scabies  Order  I had  already  a scabies  scheme  working 
in  your  Borough,  which  complied  with  the  above  Order.  Up  to  date 
and  not  covered  by  the  period  of  this  report  174  cases  have  been 
treated  and  1,408  treatments  have  been  given. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  sincerely  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  and  Lighting  Committee  for  their  keen  interest 
and  support  in  the  work  of  this  Department,  and  the  chiefs  of  other 
Departments  and  mv  colleagues  generally,  who'  have  always  been 
willing  to  give  me  their  whole-hearted  assistance  where  my  Department 
dove-tailed  with  theirs. 

I should  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Staff,  who*  have  given  me  their  full  co-operation, 
backed  up  by'  a definite  interest  in  their  work. 

I should  also  like  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  your  Town  Clerk, 
J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  foi'  his  kindly  help  and  advice  which  has  always  been 
freely  afforded  and  has  been  a great  help  to  me  in  my  first  year  of 
office  in  your  Borough. 

I am,  vo*ur  M'orship,  Aldermen,  Councillors,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  seiwant, 

D.  0.  MACDONALD, 

Mcfliral  ()j]jccr  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


xMedical  Officer  of  Health:  D.  0.  Macdonald,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

R.C.P.S.(Edin.),  R.F.P.S.(Edin.  & Glas.) 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : E.  V.  Crapper. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

E.  M.  Dutton. 

A.  Davidson  (with  H.M.  Forces). 

W.  H.  Thompson. 

C.  Howe  (Temporary  Sanitary  Inspector  in  lieu  of  A.  Davidson). 
One  van  driver. 

One  drain  tester. 

One  disinfector. 

One  shelter  disinfector. 


Clerical  Staff  : 

Managing  Clerk : G.  Halliwell  (with  H.M.  Forces). 

Senior  Clerkess : Miss  K.  Davies. 

Three  shorthand  typists. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Staff  : 

Senior  Health  Visitor:  Miss  A.  Owen. 

Assistant  Senior  Health  Visitoi’:  Miss  V.  Ellerington. 

Two  Asssistant  Health  Visitors.  One  shorthand-typist. 

(Note.  One  extra  clerkess  has  been  taken  on  during  1942  to  assist  in 
the  issue  of  vitamins,  etc.) 

Dr.  J.  B.  Yeoman  continues  to  deputise  in  the  absence  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  W.  Maynei  Farr  acts  in  the  absence 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  deputy  for  Civil  Defence  Services. 

Consultants  : 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon:  T.  Hartley  Martin,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Liverpool) 
Gynaecologist:  Morris  Datnow,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Aural  Surgeon:  Philip  Garson,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  D.L.O. 

Opthalmic  Surgeon:  Ernest  Allan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.). 

Pathologist:  J.  Morrlson  Ritchie,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Glas.) 

(Birkenhead  Municipal  Laboratory).  ’ ^ 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  

Estimated  Resident  Population  (Mid  Year,  1941)  

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1941)  

Rateable  Value  

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (estimated) 


12,244 

41,910 

12,640 

£349,437 

£1,380 


Births. 


Number  of  Live  Births:  — 


For  Infant  Mortality 

Rate,  etc.  For  Bh^th  Rates. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

328 

336 

664  . 

....  331 

337 

668 

Illegitimate  .... 

6 

14 

20  . 

6 

14 

20 

Total 

334 

350 

684  . 

....  337 

351 

688 

Number  of  Still  Births  : — 


For  Infant  Mortality 

Rate,  etc.  For  Birth  Rates. 

Male.  Female.  Total.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total 

12  12 
12  12 

24  

24  

13  12  25 

18  12  25 

Total  Number  of  Births  (I.ive  and  Still):  — 

For  Infant  Mortality, 

iWaternnl 

Mortality  and  other 

Rates. 

For  Birth  Rate. 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female.  Total. 

340  302 

708 

350 

303  713 

Deaths. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


255 


482 


227 
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Deaths  from ; — 


Puerperal  Sepsis 


Other  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

All  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

Typhoid  aucl  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

Measles  ... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fe'ver 

3 

Diphtheria 

3 

Influenza  

3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 vears)' 

2 

Cancer  

68 

Deaths  due  to  Enemy  Action  



39 

All  other  Violent  Causes 

67 

Deaths  (under  1 year) : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

19 

15 

34 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

2 

Total 

20 

16 

36 

Birth  Bates  and  Death  Bates,  1941. 


Bebington. 

England 
& Wales. 

126  C.B.  & 
Gt.  Towns. 

148  Smaller 
Towns  (Pop. 

25-50,000 
1931  Census) 

Rates 

per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Live  Births 

16.42  . 

..  14.2  . 

....  14.7  , 

...  16.4 

Still  Births 

0.59  .... 

0.51  . 

0.58  . 

...  0.60 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

11.5  . . 

. 12.9  . 

...  14.9  .. 

...  13.0 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

0.02  ., 

0.00  . 

0.00  . 

. 0.00 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.02  . . 

0.03  . 

0.03  .. 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.00 

0.00  . 

0.00  . 

..  0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.07 

0.06  ,. 

0.07  

0.06 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.07  . ... 

0.08  

0.06 

Influenza 

0.07 

0.19  .... 

0.17  

0.20 

• 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

52.6 

59.0  .... 

. 71.0  

56.0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2 years 
of  age  

2.9 

5.1  .... 

7.5  

4.6 

Maternal  Mortality:  — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 



- 

Others  

1.46 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

1.46 





Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still). 


INIaternal  Mortality:  — 

Puerperal  Infection  — 0.48 

Others  1.41  1.75 

Totals  1.41  2.23 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

All  Infants  per  1,CK)0  Total  Live  Births 52,6 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Total  Live  Legitimate  Births  51.2 


Comparative  Rates. 


Bebington, 

1940. 

Bebington. 

1941. 

England  and 
Wales,  1941. 

Birth  Bate  (Live  Births) 

13.48  .. 

...  16.42 

14.2 

Death  Rate 

10.88  . 

..  11.5 

12.9 

Infant  Mortality  Bate 

67.20 

. 52.6 

59.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Bate 

4.15  . 

...  1.41 

2.23 
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Causes  of  Deatih. 


Based  on  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

_ 

1 

1 

2.  Cerebro  spinal  Fever 

3 

1 

4 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 



4.  Whooping  Cough  

— 

3 

3 

5.  Diphtheria  

2 

1 

3 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

18 

6 

23 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 



1 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

1 

2 

9.  Influenza ...  

1 

2 

3 

10.  Measles 

— 

1 

1 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

12.  Acute  inf.  encephalitis  

2 

1 

3 

ISmCancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  & Oesophagus  (male) 
13f  Cancer  of  Uterus 

] " 

6 

11 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum... 

5 

7 

12 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  
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9 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

20 

16 

36 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

4 

4 

18.  Intra  cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

20 

25 

46 

19.  Heart  Disease 

56 

49 

105 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

5 

9 

21.  Bronchitis  

15 

10 

25 

22.  Pneumonia  

17 

8 

25 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

5 

6 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 



2 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

1 

1 

2 

26.  Appendicitis  

1 



1 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

3 

4 

7 

28.  Nephritis 

6 

10 

16 

29,  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  



1 

1 

31.  Premature  Birth  

6 

6 

12 

32.  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury, 
Infantile  Disease  

6 

4 

10 

33.  Suicide  

4 

1 

5 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  

6 

1 

7 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

34 

21 

55 

36.  All  other  Causes  

15 

17 

32 

Total 

265 

227 

482 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality. 


Y ear. 
1922 

hate  per  1,000  Births. 

64.0 

1923 

47.2 

1924 

43.9 

1925 

62.0 

1926 

68.0 

1927 

36.0 

1928 

45.0 

1929 

54.0 

1930 

74.0 

1931 

45.0 

1932 

55.0 

1933 

61.0 

1934 

48.0 

1935 

62.8 

1936 

50.0 

1937 

49.0 

1938 

40.0 

1939 

43.53 

1940 

67.2 

1941 

52.6 

(England  and  ^Yales,  1941 — 59.0) 


These  figures  show  a reduction  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for 
1941,  as  compiared  with  the  previous  year,  yet  if  the  table  is  more 
closely  consulted  it  will  be  noted  that  this  present  figure  is  still  an 
increase  on  pre-war  and  is  understandable  from  a point  of  view  of  extra 
nervous  strain  on  prospective  mothers  and  the  added  privations  of 
wartime. 


Analysis  of  the  figures  is  given  below;  — 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  dming  the  twelve  months  in  1941 
was  36.  Of  the  36-,  18  w^ere  neo-natal  deaths.  These  were  distributed 
as  follows;  — 


Neo-natal  Deaths. 

Congenital  Deformity 

Prematurity 

Atelectasis 

Asphyxia  due  to  Violent  Cause.... 
Birth  Trauma 

Spina  Bifida  


t 

2 

1 

2 

1 
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n 


The  other  18  deaths  were  caused  as  follows:  — 

Spina  Bifida  .. ..  1 

Broncho  Pneuiuonia  9 

Prematurity  1 

Cerebro  S])inal  Fever  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  ....  1 

Asphyxia  due  to  Accidental  Suffocation  1 

Marasmus  ....  ....  2 

Measles  . . .. ..  .. ..  1 

Serous  Meningitis 1 
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Tlie  figure  for  the  neo-natal  deaths,  on  the  comparison  of  figures 
on  these  tables  for  the  year  1940,  is  gi'eater,  but  in  1941,  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  three-fourths  of  the  neo-natal  deaths  were  due  to  cases  of 
immaturity,  which  term  includes  prematurity,  congenital  deformity, 
atelectasis,  and  spina  bifida.  It  is  a fact  that  wartime  conditions  are  - 
very  largely  contributory  to  cases  of  prematurity. 

The  various  causes  of  death  in  the  older  children  accountiilg  for 
18  cannot  be  said  to  be  unusual  and  are  of  a variety  of  conditions  to  be 
expected  in  this  sizei  of  po[)ulation.  I should  like  to  reiterate  with 
emphasis  the  remarks  of  my  immediate  predecessor  in  his  criticisms 
on  milk  supply  to  young  infants  and  its  possible  effect  on  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate,  and  to  state  that  this  year  our  difficulties  in  procuring 
a pasteurised  milk  supply  are  still  greatei'  than  they  were  in  1940. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  report  that 
out  of  45  samples  submitted  for  the  pliosphatase  test,  16  were  found  to 
have  been  insufficiently  pasteurised  or  mixed  with  raw  milk. 

When  infants  under  1 y^ear  are  not  l)reast-fed  or  fed  through  the 
means  of  vailous  dried  foods  and  milk,  mothers  should  be  urged  to 
sterilise  domestically  cows’  milk  fed  to  young  infants  where  the  source 
is  not  100<^^,  certain  of  pre-war  standards  of  purity. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  following  summary  is  based  upon  information  and  figures 
supplied  by  Miss  A.  Owen,  Senior  Health  Visitor:  — 
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(1)  Matkrnitv  Sekvices. 

Consultant  01)stetrician — Mr.  M.  Datnow. 

1.  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Total  Sessions  held 50 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  871 

Number  of  cases  continuing  from  previous  year  51 
Ke-examinations  1,316 


Total  attendances 1,738 


Average  attendances  per  session — 35. 

63%  of  total  Births  in  the  Borongh  attended  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


2.  Post-Natal  Clinic. 

Total  Sessions  held... . 12 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  122 

Ee-examinations  26 


Total  attendances  I43 


(2)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children. 

The  County  General  .Hospital,  Clatterbridge,  together  with  the 
WiiTal  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Clatterbridge,  are  both  situated  in 
the  Borough,  but  apait  from  these  two  Hosjiitals  there  is  no  special 
provision  in  the  Borough  for  mothei's  and  babies. 


(3)  Health  Visiting. 


There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  durint^ 
the  year  1941.  A special  trained  nurse  was  engaged  for  the  first  three 
months  of  the  yeai-  to  nurse  Aleasles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  the 
“under  fives’’;  — 


Measles 

Whoop: 

ing  Cough 

TTmler  Over 

Under 

Over 

5 years.  5 yeju's. 

5 years. 

5 years. 

Cases  notified  

106  77  , 

224 

148 

Cases  visited  

125  86  ... 

. 810 

170 

Cases  nursed  

20  5 ... 

84 

r* 

i 

Removed  to  Hospital  . 

6 5 

14 

1 
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Numbek  of  Visits  Paid. 

To  Expectant  ]\Iotliers  (first  visits  359) ....  ...  Total  Visits  505 


To  Infants  under  1 year  (first  visits  659)  ,,  ,,  2,31‘i 

To  Childi'en  between  1-5  years  ,,  ,,  5,725 

To  Children  under  the  Infant  Life  Protection  Act  ,,  ,,  16 

To  Measles  Cases  (first  visits  96)  ,,  ,,  148 

To  Whooping  Cough  Cases  (first  visits  316)  ,,  ,,  490 

To  Medical  Defects,  special  visits,  visits  with  no 

access  and  supervising  visits  ,,  ,,  2,982 

12,178 

Special  Nurse’s  visits  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  ,,  ,,  1,085 

13,263 


(4)  Infant  Life  Protection. 

Two  cases  only  were  under  the  care  of  the  Council  and  both  children 
were  removed  by  their  mothers  to  their  own  care  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

(5)  Clinics. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Conducted  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Total  number  of  children  attending  Centres — 1,399. 

(This  is  an  increase  of  120  over  the  year  1940). 

1,399  children  have  made  13,675  attendances  during  the  year  at 
the  three  Centi-es,  and  mothers  have  made  attendances  totalling  11,546 
— a grand  total  of  25,221  attendances. 

556  children  under  1 year  attended  for  the  first  time,  and  44  over 
1 year  for  the  first  time.  (86%  of  live  births). 

Attendances  for  the  Year. 


Clinic.  New  Feny.  Bromborougli.  Hr.  Bebington.  Tot.nl. 


Sessions 

Attendances  of  Children 

102  . 

50  .. 

47  . 

199 

under  1 year 

4,365 

. 2,358  .. 

..  2,021  . 

....  8,744 

Attendances  : Children  1-5 

2,180  ... 

. 1,,522  .. 

. 1,229 

....  4,931 

Attendances ; Mothers 

5,3.52 

. 3,250 

. 2,944 

...  11,546 
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Toddlers’  Clinic. 

Nmni)ei’  ol  Sessions  ....  ....  30 

(Tills  is  an  increase  over  the  year  1940  of  14). 

Children  examined  . ..  309 

Children  referred  for  Hospital  treatment  5 

Children  referred  to  own  Doctors  10 

Children  referred  to  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic 15 

Children  referred  to  Eye  Clinic  ....  11 

Children  referred  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic  9 

Children  referred  to  Dentist.  ..  5 

Children  referred  to  Health  Visitors  for  home  visits  89 

Medical  Consultations  at  Infant  Clinics. 

Attendances  of  Mothers  with  infants  under  1 year  1,049 

Attendances  of  Mothers  with  children  1-5  years  003 

From  these  consultations:  — 

44  children  were  advised  Hospital  treatment. 

39  children  were  advised  to  attend  own  Doctor. 

48  children  were  advised  to  attend  Ear,  Nose  aixl  Throat 

Clinic. 

25  children  were  advised  to  attend  Eye  Clinic. 

49  children  were  advised  to  attend  Orthopiedic  Clinic. 

9 children  were  advised  to  attend  District  Nurse  for  treat- 
ment. 

5 children  were  advised  to  attend  Dentist. 

64  children  were  advised  and  given  extra  medicinal  foods 
such  as  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt,  Emulsion,  Parrish’s 
Food,  Colact,  Maltoline,  etc. 

392  children  were  leferred  for  special  visits  from  Health 
Visitors. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  children  0-5  years  immunised  in 


1941  645 

Partly  immunised  ..  . 19 

Number  of  children  over  5 years  immunised 

in  1941  at  the  Clinics  239 

Partly  immunised  , , 11 


884  30 
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On  scanning  tlie  Infant  ^\’elfal•e  tables  above,  it  will  be  appreciated 
that  considerably  fewer  cliilldren  were  seen  and  put  in  fewer  attendances 
■under  these  headings,  but  when  the  diphtheria  immunisation  sessions 
are  scrutinised  it  will  be  noticed  that  instead  of  55  sessions  being  held 
as  in  1940,  152  sessions  were  held  in  1941,  at  which  8H4  children  were 
completely  immunised  and  30  commencod  their  immunisation.  These 
were  all  attendances  at  the  Welfare  Clinics  for  the  special  branch  of 
immunisation  treatment,  and  when  these  total  attendances  for 
immunisation  are  taken  out  of  the  time  devoted  to  the  general  attend- 
ances, examinations,  etc.,  at  the  Clinics,  this  explains  the  appai’ent 
drop  in  attendances  at  the  Clinics. 

It  is  notable,  therefore,  that  three  times  the  number  of  children 
were  immunised  at  thei  Clinics  in  1941,  as  compared  with  1940,  when 
207  were  immunised. 


Dental  Treatment. 

Under  the  scheme  arranged  by  the  Council,  22  children  received 
treatment  during  1941. 


Home  Help  Service. 

The  Home  Helps  attended  19  cases  during  1941. 

Convalescent  Cot  for  Children  in  West  Kirby  Home. 

One  child  only  was  sent  during  tbe  ye^ir,  and  was  discharged  after 
three  weeks  as  the  Home  was  taken  over  by  the  Hovernment.  While 
there  are  still  a few  beds  available,  vacancies  occur  only  infrequently. 

The  Lear  Home  of  Recovery,  West  Kirby. 

One  mother  went  on  to  this  Home  for  three  weeks  following  air- 
raid shocks  shortly  after  confinement. 

St.  Fillan’s  Rest  Home,  Heswall. 

One  mother  went  on  to  this  Home  for  three  weeks  from  Clatter- 
bridge  Hospital,  and  was  paid  tor  through  the  Mayor’s  Fund. 


Leasowe  Hospital  for  Children. 

Two  children  were  sent  to  Leasowe,  one  staying  seven  weeks  and 
returning  much  improved,  the  other  was  put  in  plaster  splints  and 
remained  for  a longer  period. 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

Surgeon;  Mr.  Philip  Garsoj)  and  Mi-.  E.  J.  Martin. 


Total  number  of  Sessions  14 

Total  Attendances  108 

Number  of  new  cases  treated  47 

Total  number  of  cases  seen  84 


11  cases  referred  for  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  Operations. 

29  cases  refeiTed  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Parilsh’s  Food,  etc. 
50  cases  referred  to  Health  Visitors  for  special  home  visits. 

Eye  Clinic. 

Surgeon:  Mr.  Dunlop  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Ernest  Allan. 


Total  number  of  Sessions  15 

Total  AtteudanoeiS  144 

Number  of  new  cases  treated  48 

Total  number  of  cases  seen  63 


20  cases  referred  for  Spectacles. 

6 cases  ref  erred  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  etc. 

39  cases  referred  to  Health  Visitors  for  special  home  visits. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Surgeon  : Mr.  Hartley  Martin. 

I consider  bis  report  of  great  interest  and  submit  it  in  full. 

18  monthly  sessions  were  held,  at  which  94  new  cases  were  seen 
and  480  re-examinations  were  made  (an  average  of  32  cases  per  session). 


These  figures  are  elaborated  as  follows:  — 


In  Relation 

to  School  Age. 

New  Cases. 

Under 

Of 

Over 

Non-Tuberculous  

70 

24 

— 

Tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

Ei;-ExAMINATiONS. 

Non-Tuberoulous  

. . . 214 

145 

— 

Tuberculous  

— 

12 

3 
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Table  I.  shows  all  cases  on  tlie  Kegister  grouped  into  disease  and 
age  categories.  The  number  of  cases  discharged  and  the  reason  for 
discharge  are  also  shown. 

Of  the  269  cases  on  tlie  Register  during  the  year,  6 were  admitted 
to  Hospital  for  treatment:  — 

Congenital  Deformity — 2 cases  (under  school  age). 

Stay  in  Hospital  141  days. 

Rickets — 2 cases  (under  school  a.ge). 

Stay  in  Hospital  126  days. 

Acquired  Deformities — 2 cases  (of  school  age). 

Stay  in  Hospital  196  days. 

The  w'ork  of  the  Masseuse  in  the  twdce  weekly  sessions  is  of  great 
value  in  the  prevention  of  deformity  and  the  establishing  of  a cure. 
675  treatments  have,  been  given  to  the  45  cases  on  the  Register  ; 14  new 
cases  were  referred  and  13  discharged  on  termination  of  treatment. 

In  Table  II.  the  cases  on  the  Massage  Register  are  shown,  analysed 
into  a.ge  groups  and  disease  categories. 

The  co-operation  of  the  staff  of  the  Child  Welfare  Service  in 
ascertainment  is  again  gratefully  acknowledged  and  as  the'  number  of 
new  cases  shows  this  department  provides  75%  of  ascertainment  for 
the  Clinic. 

The  cases  referred  from  Neston  seem  to  resent  the  distance  of  the 
Clinic  from  their  houses,  and  in  almost  every  case  find  it  financially 
impossible  to  attend  twice  weekly  for  massage. 


Table 
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Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic,  1941. 


Visits  by  Surgeon  ...  ....  18 

Attendances  by  Orthopaedic  Sister  24 

Attendances  by  Masseuse  91 


N on-Tubei'culous.  Tuberculous. 

Linder  Of  Over  School  Under  Of  Over  School 

School  Age.  School  Age.  Age.  Scliool  Age.  School  Age.  Age. 

Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girla  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls 
New  C.\ses. 

Surgeon  32  38  10  14  — — — — — — — — 

Masseuse  2 2 5 5 — — — — — — — — 

Attendances. 

Surgeon  97  117  67  78  1 5 — — 12  — 1 2 

Masseuse  109  128  155  283  — — — — 6 — — — 

Discharges. 

Surgeon  16  18  5 4 — — — — — — — — 

Masseuse  3 2.  3 4 — — — — 1 — — — 


Government  Issue  of  Vitamins. 

During  the  3^ear  distribution  of  vitamins,  under  the  IMinistry  of 
Food,  was  undertaken  as  a completely  new  departure,  and  added  very 
considerably  to  thie  work  of  the  Clinics,  as  accurate  returns  have  to 
be  provided.  These  vitamins  consist  of  cod  liver  oil,  orange  juice, 
and  purees. 

752  children,  232  under  six  months,  and  520  aged  six  months  to 
2 years  aie  on  the  three  Registers  for  thoi  special  issue  of  cod  liver  oil 
and  fruit  juices  and  purees.  Distribution  is  made  from  all  three  Clinics 
at  each  session  held. 

The  purpose  of  this  vitamin  distribution  is  in  order  to  establish 
a balanced  diet  for  infant  feeding,  which  would  otherwise  be  unavail- 
able under  wartime  conditions. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  addition  to  vitamins,  the  work  of 
distribution  of  clothing  coupons  to  expectant  mothers,  the  certification 
of  milk  forms  for  fresh  and  dried  milk  under  the  National  Scheme  and 
under  tlie  Council 's  own  Scheme,  and  thecom})letion  of  assessment  forms 
for  tlie  evacuation  of  expectant  mothers,  has  been  undertaken  through 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Departments;  from  these  particulars 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  extra  wartime  work  thrown  upon  this  depart- 
ment from  the  responsibility  point  of  view  alone  is  an  extraordinary 
increase  over  the  normal,  and  I append  abstracts  from  the  Senior 
Health  Visitor’s  report  and  comments,  with  which  I am  in  agreement. 
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“The  work  has  increased  owing  to  the  war,  more  especially  with  tho 
signing  of  forms  aiul  certificates,  and  giving  out  clothing  coupons, 
vitamins,  etc.  The  greatest  handioap  is  the  signing  of  the  milk  forms 
for  nearly  l.SUO  mothers  eiveiy  quarter,  the  writing  of  the  nurses  name 
and  address  on  every  form  is  unnecessary  labour,  A stamp,  with  the 
name  of  the  Centre  and  the  Borough  is  surely  all  the  Food  Ministry 
can  require,  and  should  show  the  form  had  been  examined  and  passed.’’ 


Analysis  of  Borough  Births. 


Total  number  of  notified  births  for  the  Borough  after  deducting 
the  transferable  births  was  G67.  Of  these  22  were  still-born.  These 
births  occurred  in  the  Borough  Wards  as  below;  — 


Park  

New  Fen-y 
Port  Sunlight 

Bebington  

Higher  Bebington 

Wood  hey  

Poultou 

North  Bromborough 
South  Bromborough 
Eastham  


Males  (Still-born  11) 
Females  (Still-born  11) 


67 

95 

41 

60 

45 

SO 

37 

60 

79 

94 


667 

336 

331 


667 


Where  births  occurred:  — 

At  home  attended  by  Midwives  and  Doctors 289 

In  Clatterbridge  Maternity  Hospital  240 

In  Bromborough  Maternity  Home  52 

In  Hospital  or  Homes  in  Eirkeidiead 32 

In  all  other  outside  Hospitals  or  Homes  ..  . 54 


667 
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1-1  of  the  birtlis  were  in  thei  Garth  iNfaternity, Hoine,  Neston,  under 
the  Borough  Evacuation  Scheme. 

56%  of  the  births  were  born  in  Maternity  Hornes  or  Hospitals. 
The  gross  notified  bii'tlis  wei’e  IdUS  crnd  transfers  out  were  646.  IMost 
of  the  transferred  births  were  fi'orn  Clatterbridge  County  Hos]ntal  to 
other  districts  in  Wirral. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

.It  is  worthy  of  note  that  aii  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever  visited 
the  Borough  during  the  year : the  outb)'eak  commeiK’ed  on  the  16th 
June  and  terminated  on  the  ‘29th  August.  During  tliis  time  55  cases 
were  notified  and  54  treated  in  Hospital.  This  epidemic  was  not  of 
Bebington  Borough  origin,  but  was  common  to  numerous  other  districts 
and  large  cities,  and  the  outbreaks  over  the  country  generally 
synchronised  with  the  despatch  and  distribution  of  synthetic  cream 
from  the  manufacturers  in  a certain  part  of  the  country.  This  cream 
was  used  in  confectionery  generally  and  in  what  measure  these  out- 
bi'eaks  of  paratyphoid  fever  can  be  associated  with  the  partaking  of 
this  synthetic  cream  is  still  a matter  of  cogitation,  but  it  is  of  coru'se 
remarkable  that  the  largest  number  of  cases  arising  had  partaken  of 
synthetic  cream  cakes  within  the  recognised  incubation  period. 

The  epidemic  of  paratyphoid  fever  consisted  very  largely  of 
ambulatory  cases  and  was  of  a mild  nature,  and  there  was  only  one 
death,  but  the  outbreak  caused  considerable  disorganisation  in  employ- 
ment, and  overcrowding  and  expense  at  the  Wirral  Joint*  Isolation 
Hospital . 

The  year  1941  showed  the  tail  end  of  the  measles  epidemic  of 
1940,  and  an  extra  nurse  had  to  be  em})loyed  in  the  first  three  months 
of  1941  to  overtake  the  remains  of  this  epidemic  referred  to,  and  to 
attend  to  the  excessive  number  of  whooping  cough  cases  also. 

Details  of  the  nnmher  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  and 
of  tbe  ward  distribution  ai'e  given  in  the  following  tables:  — 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  1941. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Total  Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

56 

48 

Diphtheria 

33 

33 

3 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

56 

55 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

Pneumonia — Acute  Primary  ... 

43 

14* 

11 

„ Acute  Influenzal 

3 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

13 

3 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  • 

25 

25 

4 

Acute  PoUo-encephalitis  .... 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethareica 

2 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

4 

Dysentery 



Malaria... 



Measles  ... 

211 

11 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

418 

15 

3 

Total 

868 

215 

1 

28 

*Fom’  nursed  at  liome  under  tlie  Council’s  Domiciliary  Nursing  Scheme. 
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Table  showing  Ward  Distribution  of  Total  Cases  of  Notifiable 

Diseases,  1941. 


Disease. 

Ward. 

Hr.  Bebington 

Woodhey 

Bebington 

New  Ferry 

Park 

Sunlight 

N.  Bromborough 

S.  Bromborough 

Eastham 

Poulton 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

11 

5 

5 

3 

6 

2 

10 

3 

7 

56 

Diphtheria  

5 

— 

6 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

9 

5 

33 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

7 

13 

5 

4 

7 

3 

5 

2 

8 

56 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ••• 

4 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

5 

3 

9 

5 

3 

4 

2 

5 

8 

46 

Erysipelas 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

1 

— 

1 

13 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

3 

3 

3 

3 

— 

2 

4 

6 

25 

Encephalitis  Lethargic 

a — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

2 

Opth’lmia  Neonatorum 

4 

4 

Measles 

18 

43 

31 

16 

21 

13 

11 

37 

10 

11 

211 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

71 

37 

41 

41 

30 

47 

59 

28 

29 

418 

Totals 

67 

140 

99 

83 

81 

68 

69 

117 

61 

83 

868 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Oases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Resph 

•atory 

No 

Respi 

n- 

L’atory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respirator  y 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

_ 





— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  

9 

9 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

26  

7 

3 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

36  

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45  

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 



— 

55  

6 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

“ 

66  and  upwards 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

30 

16 

3 

2 

17 

5 

1 

5'l 

23 
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Sanitary  Circumstances. 

Mr.  E.  V.  Erapper,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  responsible  for  the 
following  repoi’ts  on  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area:  — 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


No.  of 
Notices 
Served 

Result  of 
Notices 

Number  of  and  Natm-e  of 
Inspections  made 
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Dwelling  Houses  Inspected 

Do.  re-inspected 

Overcrowding  

Ofidces  

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

Courts,  Passages  

House  Drainage  

Privy  Middens 

Cesspools  

Ditches,  Watercoiu’ses 
Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

Keeping  of  Animals 

Rat  Infestations  

Slaughterhouses  

Butchers’  Shops  

Grocers  

Ice  Cream  Premises 
Other  Pood  Premises 

Offensive  Trades  

Piggeries  

Dairies  

Cowsheds  

Factories  

Workplaces  

Bakehouses  

Smoke  Observations 
Public  Schools 
Places  of  Entertainment  ... 
Public  Conveniences 
Licensed  Premises  ... 
Infectious  Diseases  Inquiries 
Do.  Revisits 

Verminous  Premises 
Fouling  of  Footways 
Miscellaneous... 

Appointments  outside  Office  ’ 

403 

687 

153 

10 

20 

26 

644 

552 

44 

59 

49 

14 

136 

309 

144 

193 

25 

116 

3 

51 

139 

259 

36 
10 

37 

3 

4 
4 

22 

6 

325 

362 

171 

3 

430 

277 

298 

89 

19 

4 

6 

60 

194 

2 

10 

1 

3 

2 

12 

10 

9 

14 

4 
2 

11 

6 

36 

104 

5 

16 

35 

2 

1 

123 

66 

2 

4 

4 

36 

168 

2 

6 

1 

3 

2 

11 

8 

9 

12 

1 

1 

11 

6 

36 

176 

39 

17 

1 

14 

36 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

4 

397 

1026 

241 

7 

4 

166 

668 

603 

42 

50 

78 

2 

108 

157 

185 

47 

33 

288 

3 

22 

180 

206 

30 

29 

40 

2 

29 

10 

6 

180 

107 

104 

6 

110 

213 

473 

756 

450 

7 
9 

141 

1447 

448 

125 

79 

167 

44 

139 

626 

119 

68 

63 

103 

17 

22 

200 

210 

33 

84 

29 

23 

6 

38 

16 

420 

245 

195 

8 

200 

226 

Totals 

5716 

781 

162 

601 

296 

9 

5168 

7214 

2C 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  following'  hgiives  relate  to  work  carried  out  during  1941  : — 

25  applications  have  been  received  for  “permitted  numbers,” 

6 existing  houses  have  been  measured. 

2 newly  erected  houses  ha.ve  been  measured. 

128  visits  have  been  paid  to  inspect  rent  books,  to  enquire  into  cases 
of  overcrowding,  etc. 

8 offences  were  committed  by  the:  failure  to  insert  in  rent  books 
the  “permitted  number,”  etc. 

4 warning  letters  sent. 

3 statements  made. 

8 offences  were  committed  b'y  the  failure  to  insert  in  rent  books 
the  name  and  address  of  the  M.O.H. 

5 warning  letters  sent. 

3 statemerrts  made. 

3 offences  were  committed  by  the  failure  to  insert  in  rent  books 

information  relating  to  persons  responsible  for  keeping 
houses  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 

3 warning  letters  sent. 

1 case  of  overcrowding  abated. 

19  new  cases  of  oveicrowdiug, 

1 offence  was  committed  by  the  failure  to  iuseit  in  rent  book 

information  relating  to  Increase  of  Eent  and  Moitgage 
Interest  (Eestrictions)  Act. 

Of  the  19  new  cases  of  overcmwding,  action  resulted  in  the 
following  position;  — 

2 cases  rehoused  satisfactorily. 

1 case  (house  demolished  by  einemy  action)  again  overcrowded  in 
requisitioned  house. 

16  cases  still  overcrowded. 
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House  Drainage, 

28  smoke  tests  were  applied  to  house  drains. 

13  of  these  were  at  new  buildings  or  additions  to  existing 
buildings. 

10  of  these  were  at  existing  buildings. 

1<  drains  and  rat-runs  were  smoked  with  waste  and  sulphur  to 
remove  or  destroy  rats. 

145  house  drains  werei  cleared  by  plunging  or  rodding. 

Since  the  war  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  choked 
drains  repoited  to  this  department.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that,  householdo's  who  would  normally  clear  these  drains,  are  in  many 
instances  away  from  home  in  the  Services  and  that  owners  have  found 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  contractors. 


Disinfection. 

The  following  articles  have  been  disinfected  or  destroyed  during 
the  year  1941:  — 


Beds  (disinfected) 866 

Other  Articles  (disinfected)  2,670 

Rooms  (disinfected)  Ij 

Beds  (destroyed)  ly 

Other  Articles  (destroyed)  58 


8,122 

Disinfestation. 


The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  verminous  premises;  — 


Rooms  treated — 

Council  Houses  53 

Private  Houses  yy 

Beds  disinfected  ....  221 

Other  articles  disinfected  969 

Beds  destroyed  7 

Other  articles  destroyed  5 

Pools,  ditches,  etc.,  sprayed  6 

Tips  sprayed  30 


1,879 
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44  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 

1 house  was  found  to  be  infested  with  fleas. 

7 houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  cockroaches. 

58  premises'  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats. 

22  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  niiscellaneous  vermin 
(ants,  furniture  beetles,  etc.). 

Methods  of  Disinfestation. 

All  premises  infested  with  vermin  are  visited  by  a Sanitai'y 
Inspector,  who  decides  upon  the  methods  of  disinfestation.  Bed  bugs 
are  usually  dealt  with  by  spraying  with  Zaldecide  and  steiam  disinfec- 
tion of  bedding.  Tenants  are  advised  tO'  place  the  posts  of  their  beds 
in  tins  (old  boot  polish  tins,  etc.)  filled  with  paraffin.  Owners  are 
invited  to  co-operate  with  the  Sanitary  Department  and  the  tenant, 
by  filling  in  cracks  in  wall  plaster,  removing  and/or  re'-fitting  woodwork. 

During  the  year  a large  number  of  war  damaged  houses  have  been 
repaired  and  the  contractors  have  asked  foi'  visits  by  the  Sanitary 
Department  and  treatment  where  necessary  before  completing  them 
for  re-occupation.  Some  of  these  houses  were  seriously  infested  by 
bed  bugs  and  fleas. 

The  Sanitary  Department  are  frequently  requested  to  deal  with 
houses  when  they  become  empty  and  this  method  of  co-operation  by 
property  owners  is  to  the  public’s  advantage  as  well  as  the  owners. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Ca.ttle 
e.vcluding 
Cows.  Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Figs. 

Total. 

Number  killed 

1449 

855 

1625 

13442 

739 

18110 

.Vnte-moi'tem  inspection,  incliul- 
ing  supervision  of  humane 
slaughter.., 

1230 

790 

1114 

10513 

640 

14287 

Notice  of  slaughter  received  ... 

1499 

855 

1625 

13440 

739 

18158 

Emergency  notifications 

3 

9 

10 

16 

14 

52 

Post-mortem  inspection  ... 

1510 

860 

1629 

13414 

744 

18157 

All  Diseases,  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned, 

1 

— 

3 

16 

1 

21 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

380 

238 

16 

374 

56 

1064 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  diseases 
other  than  T.B.,., 

25.23% 

27.67% 

1.16% 

2.907% 

7.66% 

5.97% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

35 

4 

— 

8 

51 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

239 

395 

6 

- 76 

716 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

16.09% 

50% 

.61% 

_ 

11.29% 

4.22% 

Liver  Fluke, 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 





_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

303 

135 

230 

668 

Percentage  of  the  numbeii’  in- 
spected affected  with  Liver 
Fluke 

20.06% 

15.69% 



1.71% 

3.67% 

Cystic  Conditions. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

2 



2 

Cai'cases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

18 

47 

275 

6 

346 

Percentage  of  the  numbeir  in- 
spected affected  with  Cystic 
conditions 

1.19% 

5.46% 



2.06% 

.806% 

1.91% 

Swine  Erysipelas. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 





_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
jected affected  with  Swine 
Erysipelas 
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€ 

Cattle 

ixcluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Septic  Conditions. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

29 

37 

5 

15 

5 

91 

Percentiage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Septic 
conditions 

1.92% 

4.302% 

.36% 

.11% 

.806% 

.51% 

Actinomycosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

14 

4 



1 

— 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
s|>ected  affected  with  Acti- 
nomycosis 

.927% 

.46% 

— 

.007% 

— 

.104% 

Other  Conditions. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

2 

12 

— 

17 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

28 

104 

15 

20 

31 

198 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  miscel- 
laneous conditions 

1.92% 

12.32% 

1.04% 

.23% 

4.16% 

1.18% 

Food  Inspection. 

The  undermentioned  food  was  found  upon  examination  in  shops 
to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  comsuiuption  and  was  voluntarily 
sun’endered : — 

110  lbs.  of  Corned  or  Pi'essed  Beef. 

8 lbs.  Babbit-in-Jelly. 

8 frozen  Lambs  Livers. 

290  lbs.  frozen  hind  quarters  of  Beef. 

16  Boiling  Bowls. 

22  stone  of  Bish. 

18|  lbs.  Bacon. 

40  lbs.  Onions. 

884  lbs.  Apples. 

226  Oranges. 

7 cu  t.  Beans. 

1 cwt.  Peas. 

2 cwt.  Barley. 
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1 cwt.  40  lbs.  Rice. 

lbs.  Margarine. 

18^  lbs.  Sugar. 
u4  tins  Milk. 

4 tins  Spaghetti. 

4,897  Eggs. 

The  following  food  was  seized  and  condemned;  — 

6 tins  Vienna  Sausage. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  retailer,  who  was  convicted 
and  fined. 


Legal  Proceedings. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  summonses  on  two  occasions  during 
the  year,  one  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  and  the  other  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

The  proceedings  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  were  against  a grocer 
for  failing  to  keep  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  a room  in  a good  state  of 
repair  and  for  allowing  filth  to  accumulate  in  the  room.  The  defendant 
pleaded  that  his  premises  had  been  badly  “blitzed"  and  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  get  them  in  proper  order  since.  The  case  was  dismissed 
on  payment  of  costs. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  an  owner  was  summoned  for  failing 
to  comply  with  an  abatement  notice.  An  Order  was  madei  for  the  work 
to  be  carried  out  within  28  days.  At  the  end  of  the  year  some  of  the 
w'ork  was  still  outstanding. 

Work  carried  out  in  Default. 

Repairs  to  eaves  gutters  were  carried  out  on  one  occasion  where 
an  owner  failed  to  comply  with  notice  served  upon  him. 

19  sanitary  dust  bins  were  supplied  in  default  and  the  owners 
charged  with  the  cost. 


Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  coru’se  of  the  yeai'  one  additional  premises  was  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  respect  of  an 
Ice  Cream  Factory. 

The  total  number  of  registered  food  premises  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1941  was  119. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Thei'e  are  57  cowkeepers  registered:  — 

38  of  these  are  wholesale  producers. 

18  of  these  are  producer-retailers. 

1 of  these  produces  milk  for  his  own  business. 

There  are  also  22  other  dairymen  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk. 


Sediment  Tests, 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  their  efforts  to 
maintain  a cleanly  supply  of  milk,  and  to  this  end  85  samples  of  milk 
were  subjected  to  the  sediment  test.  These  showed  a cleanliness 
percentage  of  63.5,  a slight  improvement  over  the  figure  of  62%  for  1940. 

Figures  for  recent  years  are  as  follows  : — 


1937  ... 

..  No.  of  tests  254 

Cleanliness  % 60% 

1938  ... 

160 

61.2% 

1939  ... 

66 

61% 

1940  ... 

254 

62.27% 

1941  .. 

85 

63.5% 

It  will  be  noted  that  although  the'  number  of  samples  have  varied 
the  percentage  has  shown  a slight  impi’ovement  and  it  can  be  stated 
that  this  improvement  would  have  been  much  greater  had  it  not  been 
for  the  war.  Producers  are  now  labouring  under  difficulties.  Black-out 
conditions  tended  to  eaicourage  milking  in  poor  light  and  now  fuel 
economy  has  on  one  or  twO'  occasions  been  the  excuse  for  lack  of 
sterilization  of  utensils  brought  to  light  by  unsatisfactor\'  samples. 
Your  Inspectors  are  following  up  all  unsatisfactory  sediment  tests, 
advising  where  necessary  and  occasionally  sending  letters  of  warning. 
Co-operation  with  neighbouring  areas  exists. 


Milk  Sampling. 

The  following  table  relates  to  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in 
samples  examined:  — 


Commercial  milk 

No.  of  Samole. 
21 

No.  Positive. 

Accredited 

70 

2 

Tuberculin  tested 

6 

— 

T.T.  (certified) 

■ 4 

— 

Pasteurised 

47 

— 

Sterilised 

o 

— 

150 
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This  equals  a percentagei  of  1.3,  as  compared  with  2.3%  for  1940, 
4.0%  for  1939,  3.8%  for  1938,  3.8%  for  1937,  and  6.5%  for  1936. 

The  following  hgures  show  the  number  and  result  of  examinations 
for  T.E.  during  the  past  11  years:  — 


No. 

T.B. 

% T.B. 

Commercial  milk 

918  . 

....  46  .. 

..  5.01 

Accredited 

789  . 

...  65  .. 

..  8.23 

Tuberculin  tested 

. ...  53  . 

— 

— 

T.T.  (certified) 

. ...  47  . 

— ' ... 

— 

Pasteurised  milk 

193  . 

— 

— 

Sterilised  milk 

21  .. 

...  — .. 

— 

2,021 

Ill 

..  5.49 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  and  results  of  samples  submitted 
to  the  bacteriologist  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  Prescribed  Test,  during 
1941  : — 


Commercial  milk 
Accredited  . .. 
Tuberculin  tested 
T.T.  (certified) 
Sterilised 


No.  Examined. 
16 
67 
6 
4 


No.  Satisfactory. 
16 
60 
6 
4 
1 


95 


87 


The  efficiency  of  pasteurisation  was  checked  by  submitting  samples 
foi-  the  phosphatase  test,  with  the  following  results:  — 


Samples  tested  . ...  . . 4,5 

Efficiently  pasteiurised  29 


The  remaining  16  were  found  to  have  been  insufficiently  heated  or 
to  have  been  mixed  with  raw  milk. 


Food  Decontamination. 

Three  squads  were  trained  by  your  Chief  Sanitary  Tns{)ector  and 
two  other  squads  in  course  of  training  in  the  principles  and  practice 
of  decontaminating  food  ex|)osed  to  wai'  gases.  Ti'aining  was  hampered 
to  some  extent  by  lack  of  equipment.  It  is  felt  that  more  volunteers 
are  required  for  this  important  l)ranch  of  Civil  Defence. 
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Civil  Defence  Mortuary. 

33  bodies  were  received  into  your  mortuary  during  1941.  Two 
of  these  being  transferred  to  Birkenhead  when  their  identification 
i-evealed  that  they  were  Birkenhead  residents.  Tire  Mortuary  Superin- 
tendent would  like  tO'  place  on  record  his  appreciation  of  the  voluntary 
seiwices  of  his  workmen,  who  turned  out  to  receive  these  bodies  and 
who  washed  and  prepared  them  before  they  were  handed  over  to  the 
undertakers.  Eelatives  and  undertakers  ejcpressed  their  complete 
satisfaction. 

Report  of  Shops  Inspector. 

The  following  is  a short  report  on  work  carried  out  under  the 
Shops’  Acts,  1912-34,  and  Young  Persons’  Employment  Act,  1938:  — 

Inspections  made  133 

Notices  served  18 

(a)  Failure  to  provide  means  of  heating  

(b)  Failure  to  maintain  beat 

(c)  Absence  of  washing  facilities  

(d)  Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  

(e)  Dirty  sanitary  accommodation 

Warnings  sent  15 

(a)  Failure  to  exhibit  notices  relative  to-  employment  

(b)  Failure  to  exhibit  notices  relative  to  closing  

(c)  Serving  after  hours 

Prosecutions  4 

(a)  Serving  on  early  closing  day 

Fined  10/-  on  each  charge. 

(b)  Employing  a young  person  an  excessive  mimher  of 

hours  

Fined  £1. 

(c)  Failure  to  grant  a half-day  holiday  to  a young  person  1 

Fined  10/-. 

The  early  closing  day  for  the  area,  (excejding  Baby  and  Willaston) 
is  Thursday,  but  there  appears  to  be  a tendency  for  shopkeepers  to 
favour  Saturday — the  day  they  may  choose  as  an  alternative  to 
Thursday — and  there  are  now*  10  shops  closing  at  1 p.m.  on  Saturdays. 
(The  early  closing  day  for  fish  friers  is  Tuesday). 
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